





Chip Price
Director

“Everybody
needs beauty as
well as bread,
places to play in
and pray in,
where Nature
may heal and
cheer and give
strength to body
and soul alike.”

John Muir

Program Open Space
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The Need for Natural Resource Conservation
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THE CHALLEN GE for Recreation

Maryland’s outdoor recreation opportunities are in decline due to
intense development pressure and aging facilities.

Park recreation facilities provide the opportunity to:

» Strengthen physical and mental well-being

» Form Community Bonds

» Gain and practice an appreciation for our natural
environment

"Recreation's purpose is not to kill time, but to make life, not to
keep a person occupied, but to keep them refreshed; not to

offer an escape from life, but to provide a discovery of life."
-Author Unknown
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Maryland Department of Natural Resources

Capital Grants and Loans Administration

Program Open Space

Preserving Maryland’s Parklands and
Providing Recreational Opportunities
Since 1968




Natural Resources Article - Annotated Code of Maryland
§5-902 Annotated Code of Maryland — Program Open Space

The General Assembly declares that there is need for a program to make funds
available to State agencies and any subdivision to:

(1) Expedite acquisition of outdoor recreation and open space areas before
escalating cost of land prevents its purchase for public use and before
potential areas are devoted to some other use; and

(2) Accelerate development and capital renewal of needed outdoor recreation
facilities.

(b) This program is known as Program Open Space and carries out the
recommendations of the 1968 Legislative Council Committee on
recreational areas. By enacting this program, the General Assembly
intends to provide funds to the State and its subdivisions to enable
them to acquire land for outdoor public recreation and open space use
and develop the land for public recreation.

(c) To effectuate the purposes of this section, the General Assembly has
established a funding program under Chapter 403 of the Acts of the General
Assembly of 1969. (State Real Estate Transfer Tax)




How is Program Open Space funded?

> State Real Estate Transfer Tax
»State General Obligation Bonds
> Federal Land and Water Conservation Funds

> Various other Federal Grants
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Program Open Space Goals

Attainment of Public Open Space areas
Attainment of Public Recreation Opportunities

Conservation of important natural resource areas

Restoration of Chesapeake Bay and Tributaries

Elimination of Management Issues




How are Program Open Space funds
used?

State side — Primary emphasis on significant natural
resource land conservation and related recreation
opportunities.

»Results: Acquired more than 283,000 acres of
DNR managed open space areas

Local side — Primary emphasis on providing active
recreation opportunities supported by open space
conservation.

»Results: Acquired 39,000 acres for parkland in
local subdivisions while assisting more than
4,900 local recreation projects.




How are Program Open Space funds
distributed?

» Funds are distributed to State side of Program
Open Space and counties by formula

> 100% funding of DNR land acquisitions and capital
improvements

» 100% funding of local park acquisitions

» 175% - 90% funding of development cost of county
and city park and recreation areas
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State Efforts




Chesapeake Forests







Tuckahoe State Park




Local Efforts
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Cross Island Trai




Rt. 18 Park - Centreville
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Terrapin Park Nature Area — Kent Is:la_nd
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Old Love Point Park - Stevensville
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Community Parks & Playgrounds

ting parks a

b 3

£
e )
'
el

,“1

il




Other Initiatives

 Natural Resource Restoration

* Low Impact Development (LID)

» Natural Resource integration with Communities




Restoration
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Terrapln Park Nature Area Kent Island
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