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Tree Canopy Trends 
in the Potomac Watershed 



Potomac Land Use/ Cover Trends (1984 – 2006) 

• Tree canopy declined 1.6% (136 mi2). 
• Tree canopy covered 60.4% of the Potomac watershed in 

1984 and covered 59.4% in 2006. 
• Urban land cover increased 16.6% (195 mi2). 
• Residential housing increased 45%.  
• Urban land use increased 38.1% (568 mi2)*. 
• Decline in tree canopy mostly associated with urban 

development. 
 

 
* According to the USDA’s NRI, developed land uses increased between 835 – 1,338 mi2 

from 1982 – 2007. 

 







Corridor H: Hardy County 



New Subdivision 











Potential 
Future 

Conditions 
(2006 - 2050) 

• Urban land use 
could increase by 
50% (1,100 mi2) 
 

• Forest cover could 
decrease by 6% 
(528 mi2) 
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